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TAGS: SHUM (PETRUS, VIKTORAS) 

SUBJECT: POLITICAL TRIAL IN LITHUANIA 

REF: GENEVA 10761 NOTAL 

1. JULY 17 DEPARTMENT PRESS SPOKESMAN VOLUNTEERED FOLLOW- 
ING STATEMENT ABOUT PETRUS CASE: 

2. "WE DEPLORE THE HARSH SENTENCE METED OUT IN VILNIUS, 

LITHUANIA, ON THURSDAY, JULY 13, TO VIKTORAS PETRUS. A 
LITHUANIAN HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST AND ONE OF THE FOUNDERS 
OF A GROUP WHICH MONITORED SOVIET COMPLIANCE WITH THE 
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HELSINKI ACCORDS. A VETERAN OF SOVIET LABOR CAMPS, PETRUS 
RECEIVED A SEVERE SENTENCE OF THREE YEARS IN PRISON, SEVEN 
IN LABOR CAMPS, FOLLOWED BY FIVE IN INTERNAL EXILE FOR 
'ANTI-SOVIET ACTIVITIES. 1 CHRISTOPHER 
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